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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, which were cited in an Office 
Action issued in connection with co-pending Japanese Application No. 2003-1 12248. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office may, in the first 
instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. 1.104(a) and 
1.106(b) concerning the PTO duty to consider and use any such information. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and 
that these references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any 
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patent to issue therefrom. 
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In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(c)(1), it is certified that each item of information 
contained in the Information Disclosure Statement filed herewith was first cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to 
the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee of $180 as set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .17(p), any additional fee(s), or credit any overpayment(s), to Deposit Account Number 19-2493. 
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Application Number 


10/820,033 


Filing Date 


April 8, 2004 


First Named Inventor 


Kenichi ORIGASA 


Art Unit 


2816 


Examiner Name 


Terry Lee Englund 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 
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Country Code 0 Number 1 * Kind Code 3 (if known) 




A1 


03-035493 


02-15-1991 


Toshiba Corp. 




Ab 




A2 


05-129555 


05-25-1993 


Hitachi Ltd. 




Ab 




A3 


06-217528 


08-05-1994 


Mitsubishi Electric Corp. 




Ab 




A4 


06-335237 


12-02-1994 


Toshiba Corp. 




Ab 




A5 


07-078471 


03-20-1995 


Toshiba Corp. 




Ab 




A6 


07-194098 


07-28-1995 


Fujitsu Ltd. 




Ab 




A7 


2001-11084 


04-20-2001 


Hitachi Ltd/Hitachi Ulsi 
Systems Co. Ltd. 




Ab 




A8 


2001-250381 


09-14-2001 


Matsushita Electric Ind. 
Co.Ltd. 




Ab 
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Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of article (when appropriate), title of item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, 
catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue numbers), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at 
www.uspto.QOv or MPEP 901 .04 3 Enter Office that issued the document by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the 
year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO 
Standard ST. 16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering preparing and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this 
form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1459. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450. 



For all of the foregoing reasons, claims 1, 3-7 and 10-22 are now in condition for 
allowance. The PTO is hereby authorized to charge or credit any necessary fees to Deposit 
Account No. 19-4293. Should the Examiner deem that any further amendments would be 
desirable in placing this application in even better condition for issue, he is invited to telephone 
applicants' undersigned representative. 
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STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP 
1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036-1795 
Tel: (202) 429-3000 
Fax: (202) 429-3902 
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STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP 




Date: May 15, 2007 



Roger W. Parkhurst 
Registration No. 25,177 
Adam C. Ellsworth 
Registration No. 55,152 
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